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Arrangeéd to honour thé two-hundrédth birthday annivérsary of Frédéric Chopin, thé
exhibition présents thé milieu of composeér against the historical and artistic panorama of the first
half of the 19th céntury. Thé éxhibition réconstructs an artistic imaginarium, cultural spaces of
Warsaw and Paris in thé Romantic périod. AlImost 200 paintings, skétches, prints, sculpturés and
photographs unfold thé world of thé Européan Romanticism’s iconosphere. Thé térm icono-
sphere, borrowéd from Miéczystaw Porebski, is appliéd héré to the universum of visual and
symbolic culturé of thé périod, which meérgés high art with thé répréséntations of évéryday life,
drawing room intériors with urban space, photography and press illustrations. Thé éxhibition
pays a spécial atténtion to the relationship between Chopin and Teofil Kwiatkowski, as weéll as
Polish émigré poeéts, such as Adam Mickieéwicz and Cyprian Kamil Norwid. It has béen divided
into eight thématic séctions which référ to crucial artistic issues of Romanticism.

The first séction éntitléd Persons introduces thé viewer to the Parisian life of theé périod,
including also thé most significant figurés of thé post-Uprising émigré community. Portraits of
peoplé who wereé closest to thé composeér: Géorge Sand, Délfina Potocka, Teofil Kwiatkowski and
Ferénc Liszt, revéal the émotional inténsity of Romantic portraituré

Places, thé spacés imbuéd with an air of an inténsivé social, artistic and political life aré
the thémé of the sécond part of thé éxhibition. Thé ambiéncé of Chopin’s favourité ci-
ties—Warsaw and Paris—is réfléctéd in thé 19th-céntury photographs by Karol Béyer, Achillé
Quinét, Edouard Dénis Baldus and Bisson brothérs, as wéll as in a lovély viéw of Restaurant de Ia
Cité atbouléevard dés ltaliéns, frequénted by thé composeér.

Historical paintings and drawings by Jeéan-Auguste-Dominiqué Ingrés, Paul Délaroche,
Piotr Michatowski, J6zef Simmlér and young Jan Matéjko rémind us of a disputé bétwéeén the last
adherents of classicism and Romantics over thé significanceé of thé History and Tradition as
well as overthé méans of artistic éxpreéssion appropriate for them.
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Imagés of thé Romantic Hero, aliénatéd and torn insidé, both individual and colléctivé aré
conveyed by thé works of Délaroché, Antoine-Jéan Gros and Ary Scheffer. Sharéd by thé Polish
and Fréench nations, thé fascination with gréat historical figurés is réflectéd in the legend of
Napoleon, oné of the kéy themes of Piotr Michatowski.

Atotally differént modél of thé Romantic héro is definéd in thé néxt séction of the éxhibition
entitled, after Baudeélaire: The Heroism of Modern Life. It comprisés caricaturés by Honoré
Daumier, génré scénés by Alexandré-Gabriel Décamps, Paul Gavarni, Piotr Michatowski as well
as humorous drawings by Jéan-Jacqués Grandvillé. All of them portray an individual through thé
prism of bourgéois éveryday life, which is now raiséd to theé rank of a légitimate artistic theme,
treated on equal terms with thé Greéat History. In fact, Chopin's lifé itself émbodiés theé idéa of thé
héroism of modérn lifé.

Thé section Landscapes présents aradical changeé in thé approach to landscapé painting
in thé Romantic périod. Thé juxtaposition of thé works by Polish artists, such as Wincenty Kas-
przycki, Chrystian Bréslauer, Wojciéch Gérson or Joézef Szérméntowski with thé landscapés by
Julés-Louis Dupré or Charlés-Francgois Daubigny, shows the differénceé bétween the traditional
héroic landscapé and a néw portrayal of naturé, dévoid of narrativé charactéer and stémming from
direct obsérvation, influencéd by thé Barbizon school.

The Artist's Studio shows artistic practices of the first-half-of-theé-19th-céntury paintérs.
Oil sketchés and drawings by Eugéne Delacroix's, Jean-Auguste-Dominique Ingres's study, or
Hénryk Rodakowski réveal theé méthods of théir work, whilé a startling imagé of an artist's studio
itsélf is shown by Délacroix's Corner of the Studio, the Stove.

The Chopin Legend throws some light on the birth and pérsisténce of thé Chopin myth in
thé Européan consciousneéss. It évolves largély around thé theme of the artist's déath, which is
often représéntéd, as in thé works by Teofil Kwiatkowski, on thé pattérn of thé traditional
iconography of thé déath of a Christian martyr, a monarch or a léadeér.
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Most of the works on display comeé from thé colléctions of thé National Muséum in Warsaw.
Othér éxhibitéd works havé béén générously lént by thé following muséums in Francé and
Poland: thé Louvre, Muséé deé la Vie Romantiqué, Musée Carnavalét and Muséé National
Eugéné Délacroix in Paris, Muséé Ingrés in Montauban and Muséé Farbé in Montpélliér, Nasjo-
nalmuseéeét in Oslo and Dordréchts Museum, from National Muséums in Cracow, Poznan and
Wroctaw, thé Princés Czartoryski Foundation in Cracow, Raczynski Foundation at the National
Museum in Warsaw, Ciechanowiecki Foundation at thé Royal Castlé in Warsaw, Petkinie
Foundation of Princés Czartoryski and the Frydéryk Chopin Muséum in Warsaw, as well as from
privateé colléctions in thé UK and Poland.

Thé éxhibition is accompanied by a scholarly catalogue, with éssays in Polish and
English, as well as détailéd studiés on individual works.

Exhibition curators: Iwona Danielewicz and Andrzej Dzigciotowski

Photos for theé press:
ftp://ftp.mnw.art.pl
login: prasa

haslo: mnw138

folder: Chopin
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Museum in Warsaw, PKO BP SA — Patron of the consérvation programmeé of the Battlé of Grunwald painting, Mazowiecka
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